
 ANSWERING THE CALL 

         

       Chief’s Message 
   

 

 

 

Halloween is over and the big Holiday Season is upon us. As we begin preparing for family             
celebrations for Thanksgiving, I encourage each of you to think about the things that you have to be 
Thankful for. We are all very Blessed in many ways, although sometimes it is difficult not to get 
caught up in all of the “issues” and “stuff” that we have to deal with on a daily basis at work. Instead 

of focusing on the negative side of things, use these events to realize how Blessed  you are.  

Another Holiday that occurs in November is Veteran’s Day. However, this holiday tends to get over-
shadowed by all the other events that are going on during the month. We are dedicating this month’s 
newsletter to each of the Veteran’s within the department. We have included a short bio of many of 
this department’s veteran’s on the following pages. Please take a few minutes to read each of them 
and at some point during the next week or so, tell these Veteran’s (and any other Veteran that you 
know) Thank You for your Service. It is through the service of these and many more that we have the 

freedoms that we have in this Country. Remember the saying “Freedom is not Free”.  

I hope that each of you have a Blessed Thanksgiving. 

 

Stay safe, and keep up the great work.  

John 
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Words of Wisdom from the          
Deputy Chief  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to personally say “Thank You” to each of the Veteran’s within 

our department. We greatly appreciate your service.  

With that being said, the “Words of Wisdom” will return next month.  

As always, I am honored to serve,  

Alan 

 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of Barrow County Emergency Services (BCES) is to promote 

the safety and health of the Community through excellent pre-hospital   

medical care, fire suppression, emergency communications (E-911),    

emergency management, and fire prevention and education. 



 

Veterans Day is observed on November 

11th each year and pays tribute to all 

American veterans—living or dead—but 

especially gives thanks to living veterans 

who served their country honorably during 

war or peacetime. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF VETERANS DAY 

Veterans Day, formerly known as Armistice Day, was originally set as a U.S. legal holiday to honor the end of World 
War I, which officially took place on November 11, 1918. In legislation that was passed in 1938, November 11 was "dedicated 
to the cause of world peace and to be hereafter celebrated and known as 'Armistice Day.'" As such, this new legal holiday 
honored World War I veterans. 

 

In 1968, the Uniforms Holiday Bill ensured three-day weekends for federal employees by celebrating four national holidays on 
Mondays: Washington's Birthday, Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and Columbus Day. Under this bill, Veterans Day was moved 
to the fourth Monday of October. Many states did not agree with this decision and continued to celebrate the holiday on its 
original date. The first Veterans Day under the new law was observed with much confusion on Oct. 25, 1971. 

Finally on September 20, 1975, President Gerald R. Ford signed a law which returned the annual observance of Veterans 

Day to its original date of Nov. 11, beginning in 1978. Since then, the Veterans Day holiday has been observed on Nov. 11. 

In 1954, after having been through both World War II and the Korean War, the 83rd U.S. Congress -- at the urging of the 
veterans service organizations -- amended the Act of 1938 by striking out the word "Armistice" and inserting the word 
"Veterans." With the approval of this legislation on June 1, 1954, Nov. 11 became a day to honor American veterans of all 

A Veteran’s t-shirt was designed for the department (Thanks to Lieutenant Rob Aldred). Employees 

were given the opportunity to purchase these shirts at cost. These shirts may be in place of their 

uniform shirt during the month of November in recognition of and appreciation to All Veterans.  

Front Back 



Thank You for your Service 

Firefighter/EMT Tim Watson served 4 years (1991-1995) on active duty as a Combat 

Engineer with the United States Army. He was stationed in Ft. Leonard Wood MO,     

Ft. Carlson CO, Korea and Ft. Benning GA. He also served 6 years (1995-2001) in the 

Georgia Army National Guard as a Bradley Gunner and as he put it “a 

good old grunt” in the 1/121st INF out of Lawrenceville.  

Firefighter/EMT Mark Watson has served in the Army National Guard for 6 years and  

is currently still serving. He is a 31B Military Police Officer in the 190th Military Police 

Company. His current assignment is a team leader functioning both as Military Police 

and as a Medic. He has worked security details for heads of state, several other       

security details and responded to snowstorms and tornadoes in the state. Mark is a 

3rd generation military. His father was in the Army and his grandfather was a Korean 

War Veteran.  

Lieutenant Nic Bourchier joined the Air Force in 2001 and completed 8 years of        

Service. He attended boot camp in San Antonio, TX and went to technical school in 

Wichita Falls, TX. He was stationed at Nellis AFB in Las Vegas. During his service     

he was deployed to Iraq twice (2004 and again in 2008). He began his career as a 

weapons loader on F-16s, and then cross-trained into the Fire Service in 2006. He was 

honorably discharges as an E-5/Staff Sergeant in December 2008. Nic commented “I 

loved every minute of my enlistment and would do it again in a heartbeat”.  

Lieutenant Jeremy Thayer served as an infantryman in the United States Marine 

Corps from June 1997-January 2002 receiving an honorable discharge with the rank 

of E-5/Sergeant. He attended boot camp in Parris Island, SC and was station in Camp 

Lejeune NC. During his tenure in the USMC he was a fire team leader, squad leader 

and Company Police Sergeant (Jeremy commented “this has nothing to do with being 

a cop– I promise!”). Some of his overseas adventures included; Okinawa Japan,     

Pohang South Korea, Port-Au-Prince Haiti, Kosovo, and many others.  



Thank You for your Service 

Firefighter/EMT Benjamin Hawk enlisted in the US Army on June 6, 2007 with the MOS 

(military occupational specialty) of 11Bravo 1Papa (Airborne Infantry). He completed 

training at Ft. Benning GA and after infantry school and Airborne was assigned to  

Hotel Company 1/121 Infantry Long Range Surveillance. Assigned to team 4 of the 

second platoon as a scout observer and quickly made a name for himself as a techni-

cally and tactically sound member of the team and was quickly promoted to the posi-

tion of senior scout observer and also served as an Assistant Team Leader and as a 

Team Leader. In 2010 he split from his unit to serve as a military contractor. Over the 

next five years he was deployed 6 times to different areas of the work in support of 

the Global War on Terror. In August 2015 his time of service came to an end and he 

accepted his Honorable Discharge.  

Firefighter/Medic Sean Crowe served in the Army National Guard for 9 years as a  

Combat Infantry Medic / PSD Medic. In 2007 he was deployed to Germany to train   

British/UK troops. 2009-2010 served as an infantry medic serving with the 1-121st    

Infantry Division on the Pakistan border. 2011-2012 he was deployed as a lead medic 

with Personal Security Detail providing security for Command Staff and Foreign     

Dignitaries in Kabul Afghanistan.  

Lieutenant Blair Darst served in the United States Marine Corps under a 6 year      

contract. He enrolled as part of the buddy program out of high school and graduated 

from Parris Island at the top of his class. He was assigned a MOS (Military Occupa-

tional Specialty of 1103 (in the marine corp everyone is a grunt and then moved 

around as needed). While stationed in Okinawa (1985) he had the chance to try out  

for the Marine Corp Soccer Team and was assigned to the team for about 3 months 

until he blew out his right knee. From there he was transferred back to the states and 

floated between Atlanta and Quantico at the Officer Candidate Basic School as a   

supply tech.  



Thank You for your Service 

Firefighter/Medic John Rivers served in the Army from January 2010—December 

2014, serving as a medic. He served 1 combat tour in Afghanistan. John is originally 

from Columbus GA and currently lives in Bethlehem with his wife and 2 year old 

daughter.  

Firefighter/Medic David Schuler served in the Army National Guard -  2 Bn, 129th     

Infantry for 6 years, (1989-195). Following his military service he has served for 25 

years in EMS and 12 years in the fire service with Barrow County Emergency Services.  

Firefighter/Medic Charles Kempe joined the Navy when he was 18 back in 2008. He 

enlisted as an ABE (Aviation Boatswain Mate Equipment). His job was to maintain and 

operate the steam powered catapults on Aircraft carriers that launched jets off of the 

ship. He mainly functioned as a hookup operator which wore green uniforms and 

crawled under jets connecting them to the catapults. He was assigned to the aircraft 

carrier USS Carl Vinson and served two deployments. One was to Haiti after the earth-

quake and one to the Persian Gulf for nine months. During his deployment to the Per-

sian Gulf, Bin Laden was killed and was ultimately buried at sea from his ship. He 

served four years active duty, moved home to GA and spent two more years in the 

reserves. Kempe commented “I really appreciate the department choosing to honor 

it’s veterans. I am truly proud to have served my Country and am also proud to serve 

my community as a member of Barrow County Emergency Services”.  

Firefighter/EMT David Harmon served in the Air Force from 1987 to 1989 as a      

Security Police Officer.  He has worked for BCES for 17 years beginning with the 

department in January 2000.  



Thank You for your Service 

Captain Glen Cain served from 1987 - 1992 in the Georgia Army National Guards.     

He was a Mechanic/Welder in the Motor Maintenance Unit and held the rank of E-5 

Sergeant. He was stationed at the Winder Airport and at Hunter Army Airfield at Field 

Support Services.  

Firefighter/Medic Scott Edling served in the U.S. Army for 16 years. He served as a 

Cavalry Scout, Infantryman and Combat Medic. He was deployed/served West German 

Border during Cold War and Fall Iron Curtain and was deployed to Afghanistan during 

2009 - 2010 during Desert Shield.  

Firefighter/Medic Chris Barron served in the Georgia Army National Guard from 

2002—2008. He was a Combat Medic with the 1/121 Infantry and served in Iraq from 

2005 - 2006 in Operation Iraqi Freedom.  

Lieutenant Mike Barnes served in the Army for August 1992 - December 1996. He went 

to Ft. Knox for armor crewman training. After graduating basic and AIT, he was sta-

tioned in Schweinfurt Germany for 2 years. He was then stationed at Ft. Benning FA 

for the remainder of his enlistment. He received a medical/honorable discharge and 

was discharged at the rank of Specialist.  

Lieutenant Virgil Sizemore served 10 years in the Navy as an Active Duty Corpsman 

and then served (and continues to serve) in the Air Force reserve as a firefighter.  

Duty location include: Great Lakes, Camp Pendelton CA, Fort Bragg, Pensacola FL, 

Okinawa Japan, Mayfort FL. Involved in Operations; Desert Shield/Storm, Golden 

Dragon and Inherent Resolve.  



 
BCES And National Guard Conduct Training Drill 

 

Fire engines, ambulances, Ladder Trucks and Chief cars with Barrow County        

Emergency Services (BCES) were spotted at the Barrow County Airport on      

Friday morning September 29th around 8:15. Lights flashing, firefighters in gear 

and even  soldiers could be seen moving about at the end of one runway near 

Highway 82. “Although the response may have looked real citizens can relax as 

it was only a training drill,” commented BCES Deputy EMA Director Penny Clack. 

“It was an opportunity for the National Guard and BCES to train together on re-

sponse to one of their aircrafts going down.” 

The scenario was a helicopter that had made a hard landing just off the runway. 

Communication officers with BCES received the 911 call reporting the drill and 

dispatched firefighters as if it was a real life scenario. Firefighters responded, 

met with soldiers with the US Army National Guard Unit in Winder. Plans for     

action were developed to handle any patients, control any hazards at the scene 

and provide security. 

After the drill firefighters attended a class with the National Guard on how to    

remove soldiers from a helicopter if it was an actual scene as well as how to 

maintain safety around the helicopter. “We train regularly with the members    

stationed here in Winder to ensure we are up to date on any equipment we may 

come into contact with and how to safely operate around that equipment,” stated 

Clack. “It is a great working relationship we have with them and will help our    

response if any accidents were to occur.”      





 

 

 

Saturday Oct 7 Troop Leader Jessica Preble brought Girl 
Scout Troop 17603 from Grayson to visit Station 1. They got 
to see the trucks and equipment, spray some water, and 
learned some fire safety, including  EDITH and Get Low and 

Go.  

The girls had lots of fun and they brought us 3 boxes of Girl 

Scout cookies and hand made thank you cards!   

 

P.I.E. (Partners in Education) appreciation 

luncheon at Yargo Elementary.  

October 6th and 7th—Firefighters from all over Northeast GA attended 

training classes in Barrow County as part of the East Metro Firefighters 

Training Conference.  

Lieutenant Virgil Sizemore presented Chief Skinner and Chief Shuman with 

flags that were flown in their honor aboard the USAF Aircraft Carrier during 

combat missions while deployed to Southwest Asia supporting America’s war 

on terrorism.  

Chief Skinner and Chief Shuman were very appreciative of this recognition 

and the flags they received.  



 

 Scott Edling     November 9 

 Brad VanGotum   November 9 

 Nelson Foell     November 11 

 Stephen Ricci    November 11 

 Mark Mann     November 15 

 Mike Barnes     November 19 

 Keith Jarrett     November 23 

 Charles Weaber   November 24 

 Zac Perry      November 28 

  

 

     Employee     Hire Date        Years    

 Klint Harris    Nov. 11    23 

 Kevin Locke    Nov. 11    23 

 Mark Siegel    Nov. 30    19 

 Aaron Fuller    Nov. 12    14 

 Brenda Adams   Nov.  7    10 

 Joseph Rinke   Nov. 26      5 

 Stephen Ricci   Nov. 27         5 

 Jeremy Towe   Nov. 28      5 

 Talissa Callahan  Nov. 9      2 

 Benjamin Hawk  Nov. 15      1 

 Mark McCandless Nov. 16        1 

Celebrating      
Employment     

Anniversaries 

BCES personnel could be found wearing Pink during the month of October in 

recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. For a $10 donation, BCES per-

sonnel were allowed a uniform policy exemption and could wear their pink t-

shirts in place of their regular uniform shirt. This campaign raised $880 for 

Breast Cancer Awareness/Research.  

 

 


